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Belgium1 on December 15 to summon primary assemblies and
organize a provisional administration, and were ready to do the
same in Holland, as soon as Dumouriez should be in possession
of that country. But they had miscalculated the energy of
the French people, who could be patriotic enough to free their
own country from the invader, but who did not see why they
should fight to free other nations from their kings. Hero the
Girondin leaders made the mistake of being convinced by fine
words and fine sentiments, instead of listening to facts. Their
war became no longer a war against invaders, but a mere war
of aggression, for no one believed in their declaration of non-
annexation ; and it was more than an ordinary war of aggres-
sion, for the Convention openly declared that it intended to
revolutionize the whole of Europe. This great and important
change in the character of the war marks a new departure in
the history of the French Revolution. France was no longer
a nation occupied in internal reforms, and demanding only
that it should not be interfered with, but claimed on purely
sentimental grounds to have the right to interfere with the
economy of other nations, and to free them in spite of them-
selves. The opening of the Scheldt is a typical illustration of
this sentimental idea. Of course it was very unjust that one
river should be closed to commerce in order that a city on
another river should become rich and prosperous; but the
arrangement had been consecrated by the treaties of years,
and had been assented to by former French governments.
Had not the leaders of the Convention enough to do within
their own country that they should meddle with the affairs of
other peoples ? Fatal was the mistake of the Girondins: fatal
to themselves ; fatal to France, in that it produced a long era
of war; and fatal, finally, to the cause of the Revolution itself.
And on this tremendous war the Girondins embarked, partly
because they were actuated by a real love of liberty for its
own sake, but also for their own selfish purposes, because they
believed that Dumouriez was in political alliance with them,
and that after successes in foreign war they would be able to
get the better of their political opponents in Paris.

1 Wallon, Lcs Eeprdsentants en Mission, vol. iv p. 43.